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Abstract 

Women are considered most oppressed section of the society, the term Women's Empowerment has come to be associated with 

women’s struggle, social justice and equality. Several programs have been launched with explicit objective of empowering women 

and many measures have been taken for betterment of women. The present research article intends to discuss the role of women in 

Nation Building and economic growth. 
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Introduction 

“Down the ages women's roles in society has been constantly 

changing. The influence of Western Education and the liberal 

ideas of great leaders and Reformers brought about a change in 

the status of women in India. No socio-political system can 

ignore their vital contribution in nation building exercise.” 

The position of women differs in many basic features in 

community groups; if nation is to develop, it is essential that 

the basic standard of the living people is elevated. It cannot be 

achieved unless women who constituted half of the population 

(50%) are mobilized towards contributing to national 

development and growth. Women cannot contribute in the 

process of development unless their own development is taken 

care of. There are lots of inhibiting factors: social, economic, 

political and cultural; which prevents women from being active 

participants in development process. Although women have 

been suppressed, they have made significant contribution to the 

society without due recognition. 

 

Women and Nation Building 

The progress and all-round development of country depends 

upon harnessing the skills and abilities of all sections of society. 

The status of women could be the best indicator of nation’s 

progress. “The position of women in society is true index of its 

cultural and spiritual attainments”. Women’s active role is 

regarded as an integral part of progressive social system. 

Women's role in various walks of life has contributed to the 

evolution of values which have counted for what may be 

described as all-round progress. Her status is measuring rod in 

assessing the standard of culture of any age.” 

With the advent of Industrial Revolution and consequent 

technological changes and development, education and socio-

economic necessity in necessities is led to the change in attitude 

of women socio-economic status and her role in the society. For 

the past 20 to 22 years economic opportunities for women have 

increased considerably. Indian women today have engaged 

themselves and trying to their best to become proficient in 

many activities and professions. Job opportunities are 

increasing and more and more women are getting the profession 

demonstrating their skills, abilities and leadership qualities. In 

fact, career-based women in India are emerging as an important 

issue. However certain factors have hampered their success: 

Lack of adequate finance, training, facilities, technical 

knowledge, managerial resources, motivation and absence of 

Apex organization to take care of their developmental 

activities, encouragement and recognition. 

“Women's contribution to industrial output is substantial. 

Nearly hundred million women are employed across industrial 

sectors. They are employed in almost all fields starting from 

low-skilled to high-profile decision-making positions. Their 

talent and creativity need to be harnessed for their own 

development and for benefit of the society.” 

 

Women and Economic Development 

Economic development implies development of all sectors like 

agriculture, industry, trade, transport, communication, 

education, Science and technology, etc. Entrepreneurs act as 

agent of change in the process of development. Under their able 

economic leadership, a country can progress rapidly. 

Entrepreneurs are the prime Movers of economic development. 

Dynamic entrepreneurship can help in the full and ideal 

utilization of natural resources. A poor country can become 
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rich, if there is growth of entrepreneurship. Similarly, a rich 

country can become poor due to lack of entrepreneurship. For 

example, India is rich in natural resources but 50% of people 

are living below poverty line. This is called ‘paradox poverty. 

There is underutilization of resources due to inadequate 

entrepreneurial activity. 

Entrepreneurship is the purposeful activity of an individual or 

group of associated individuals, undertaken to initiate, maintain 

or aggrandize profit by production or distribution of economic 

goods and services. An entrepreneur is a person who stats a new 

business (or carries out productive changes in an existing 

venture), takes the initiative, accepts risks, creates something 

new by using resources to provide value to his/her customers. 

Uneven regional development creates problem in both the 

developed as well as backward regions. Migration, 

overcrowding, etc. will be the evil consequences that urban 

people or the developed region will face on account of 

industrialization. Similarly, the backward regions would face 

the problem of poverty, under-utilization of resources; 

unemployment and Entrepreneurship development would 

become extremely necessary in backward regions. Local 

entrepreneurs shape would use local resources and create 

employment, opportunities and economic development of the 

region would be accelerated. 

Entrepreneurship development is absolutely essential for 

economies, especially in the underdevelopment and developing 

countries like India, where the problem poverty and 

unemployment problem is grim. 

Recently, India became the member of WTO (World Trade 

Organization) Liberalization, Privatization, Globalization 

(LPG), new monetary and fiscal reforms have become the 

characteristic feature of new economic policy. India is in era of 

free market. These favourable transformations will remain 

unutilized if entrepreneurship is not fostered. The future 

economic reforms depend on Entrepreneurship and hence its 

importance. Entrepreneurs both male and female play a vital 

role in increasing wealth and jobs. In the face of global 

competition, large manufacturers are downsizing by 

recognizing and by laying off workers at an unprecedented rate. 

The rise of women entrepreneurs is recent. At present in India, 

almost all states are involved in Women Entrepreneur 

development programs and self-employment development 

programs. Service sector provides tremendous scope for 

entrepreneurship. Throwaway culture instead of repairing, as is 

prevalent in the western developed countries is not 

economically viable in Indian conditions as country has less 

purchasing power on the one hand, and on the other, a large 

number of technically qualified manpower is available at low 

cost. Women entrepreneurs with suitable training and support 

can set up their business with minimum input in terms of 

investment both in rural or urban areas. 

Women running a small shop, a saree business and selling home 

made Idlis, were long back on the scene in villages and small 

towns. Slowly, but steadily Indian women have managed to 

chip away at last one of the most enduring bastions of male 

dominance- the no women’s land of Business Entrepreneurship 

of risk taking of financial adventure. 
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