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Abstract 

People in Maharashtra State speak Marathi, an Indo-Aryan tongue. It is used as a second language in several states, including Goa 

in India, and is the official language of Maharashtra State. Over 90 million people utilize the Marathi language worldwide. It has 

been around for 1300 years, developing from Sanskrit. In the study of Indo-Aryan languages, there are two schools of thought. One 

holds that Marathi is an Indo-Aryan language, and the other holds that Marathi is a language of the Outer Band. Marathi is the only 

language to be classified as both a Middle Indo- Aryan language and an Outer Band Indo-Aryan language. Like other Indo-Aryan 

languages, Marathi is largely influenced by Sanskrit. Almost 50% of its vocabulary is borrowed from Sanskrit. The language also 

has many special grammatical features from Sanskrit, such as the use of inclusive and exclusive forms of 'we.' In addition, Marathi 

is a neuter language, with both a male and female gender. The Marathi language is extremely adaptable. It has different prior sounds 

on previous sounds. Maharashtra's Marathi is a significant regional tongue. This paper explores the development of Marathi language 

in Maharashtra. 
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Introduction 

The Marathi language is an Indo-Aryan language, a branch of 

the Indo-European language family, that is widely spoken in 

India. The Indian subcontinent is a multilingual society, and 

speakers of various languages interact daily. They also learn 

one another's languages in informal settings. The languages 

have different historical and geographical backgrounds, and are 

used in various contexts. The Marathi language uses a 

consonant system that is similar to that of other Indo-Aryan 

languages. The language has a phoneme inventory that consists 

of sixteen stops and seven affricates, as well as three nasals, 

three liquids, and one glide. Each of these consonants has a 

name, which is determined by the sound it produces. In 

addition, the Marathi language uses a vowel diacritic to write 

out a syllable. In addition to consonants, the Marathi language 

has a digraph system. This means that many nouns are spelled 

with the same vowel. The first letter is ta, which is used to 

indicate the first consonant. (Patil et al., 2020) [9]. 

The Marathi language is spoken in many different parts of 

Maharashtra, and there are several dialects that are considered 

to be distinct from one another. There are also many variations 

of the language, from local varieties to standardized language. 

In addition, some dialects are endangered, such as the Varhadi 

dialect, which is spoken in the Vidarbha region. The Marathi 

language is the primary language of Maharashtra, and is a 

member of the Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-European 

language family. It is the fourth most widely spoken language 

in the world and has a population of more than 90 million 

people. The two most common dialects are Standard Marathi 

and Varhadi Marathi. (Studies & 2019, n.d.) [11]. 

 

Background 

The Marathi language spread across the Indian subcontinent 

with the expansion of the Marathi Empire. Eventually, the 

language reached the regions of Attock in Pakistan and Odisha 

in eastern India. Old Indo-Aryan languages have a system of 

tones, with three basic tones: high, medium, and low. Some 

languages have only two or three tones, but others have several. 

The Marathi language is inflectional, with prefixes and suffixes 

used to signal grammar (Joshi et al., n.d.) [6]. The Maharashtra 

language is an Indo-Aryan language that developed during the 

ancient period of this area. While it is related to many Dravidian 

languages, its characteristics are different from those of other 

Dravidian languages. The language has a greater number of 

similarities to Gujarati than to any other Dravidian language. 

The language also differs from the languages of neighbouring 

Karnataka and Telangana, which are still dominated by 

Dravidian languages (Singh et al., n.d.) [10]. 
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Dravidian languages are indigenous to south India and are 

separate from the Indo- Aryan languages. These languages 

include Tamils, Malayalis, Karnatas, and Telugus. The ancient 

Elamite language, spoken in southwest Iran, is also related to 

the Dravidian languages. While1 the Dravidian population may 

be more indigenous than the original Indians, their history and 

migration patterns show that both groups have an Iranian 

component. Iranian farmers migrated from Iran to India about 

4,000 years ago and started mixing with aboriginal Indians in 

the region. Today, the Iranian farmers are around 25 percent 

Iranian and 75 percent Indian, but the mix had already spread 

across the subcontinent a thousand years ago. (Janse et al., n.d.) 

[4]. 

 

Development of Marathi Language 

The development of Marathi is a multi-layered process that 

involves the linguistic, cultural, and socioeconomic factors of a 

community. It is important to note that the language is widely 

spoken and has a diverse set of regional dialects. However, the 

standard language is based on the dialect of Pune and has many 

influences, including the media and educated elite in the area. 

The differences between dialects are often rooted in caste and 

social divisions. Early Marathi literature was primarily oral and 

primarily dealt with religion and culture. However, a few 

written documents were written in the language during the 

Rajput and British colonial periods. In addition, Christian 

missionaries contributed to the growth of the Marathi language 

by translating and publishing several works in English (Gedam 

et al., 2008) [1]. Various civil society organizations have taken 

up the cause of the Marathi language. These organizations have 

used various instruments to achieve their goals, such as creating 

awareness among the general public, collaborating with like-

minded organizations, and seeking information through the 

Right to Information Act. In addition, they have engaged in 

active use of the media to raise awareness among the 

community and lobby the government to address language 

issues. The Marathi language has been a significant part of the 

culture and history of Maharashtra. The language is widely 

spoken and is the primary language in the region. It is also the 

official language of the state (Joshi et al., n.d.) [6]. 

The Marathi language uses a three-gender system to 

differentiate between referents. This gender system is useful for 

linguistic typology and is applicable to cognitive, 

sociolinguistic, and neurological studies. The gender of a noun 

depends on the noun's meaning. Marathi has two major dialects, 

Standard Marathi and Varhadi. The Marathi language features 

a three-gender system and distinguishes between inclusive and 

exclusive forms of 'we.' It also features a three-way gender 

system, with the masculine referring to the male and the 

feminine referring to the female. The language celebrates 

Marathi Day on 27 February; the birth date of Kusumagraj.lThe 

Marathi language has a complex system of consonant clusters. 

For example, the letter 'r' has four distinct marks depending on 

its usage. Marathi also has 'aspirated' forms of N, m, and r. In 

addition, the 't' and 'd' sounds are pronounced differently (Naik 

et al., 2016) [8]. 

  

Marathi literature 

Marathi literature has a rich literary tradition, going back seven 

centuries. The first major literary author of Marathi was 

Dnyaneshwar, and the language has a rich tradition of saint-

poets. It is said to have the richest saint-literature of any Indian 

language. Some of the most notable recent Marathi writers 

include P.K. Atre, V.P. Kale, and Anand Yadav. Poets like 

Vishnu Vaman Shirvadakar, Mangesh Padgaonkar, and Aarati 

Prabhu are also prominent (Janse et al., n.d.) [4]. 

In the early twentieth century, Marathi language and literature 

experienced a renaissance. The socio-political activism of that 

era led to the development of major milestones in Marathi 

literature, drama, music, and film. Vinayak Damodar 

Savarkar's nationalist literature and works by Mama Varerkar 

spurred the growth of modern Marathi prose. In the late colonial 

period, the literature was also enriched by the writings of 

Pranav Sakhdeo and Patthe Bhatt. 

 

Christian missionaries and Marathi Language  

Christian missionaries played a significant role in the 

development of Marathi. William Carey, a Christian 

missionary, was a noted Marathi translator who standardized 

the language's grammar. He also translated the first English 

book into Marathi and published the first Marathi newspaper. 

The late nineteenth century was a time of colonial modernity in 

Maharashtra, with English-educated intellectuals enthroning 

themselves. By the early twentieth century, the language was 

being widely used, especially in land transactions. The avant-

garde experimental Marathi literature scene underwent a 

dramatic change. There were many changes in style, thematic 

concerns, and techniques. These new works were correlated 

with the social processes of globalization and were read in a 

global context (Kayte et al., n.d.) [7]. 

 

Standard version and dialect version of Marathi Language  

Currently, there are two versions of the Marathi language. One 

is a standard version and the other is a dialect. In the former, 

tatsamas are considered separate from standard Marathi, and 

the latter is a mixture of Dravidian and Indo-European features. 

Despite its diversity, the Marathi language provides fascinating 

data for language studies. It also provides valuable insights into 

language universals and structural change. 

 

Grammar in Marathi Language 

Marathi grammar shares many similarities with other Indo-

Aryan languages. The first modern book on Marathi grammar 

was published by William Carey in 1805. English words are 

also commonly used in Marathi conversation. For example, pen 

is known as lekhanii in Marathi, while shirt is known as 

sadaraa. The language also uses morphological processes to 

join words together. For example, the word ashta- bhujaa is 

derived from ati + uttam. A study has also shown that there are 

differences between the regional dialects of Marathi. This is a 

critical factor in determining the language's development. 

Further research is required to determine the best way to 

retrieve Marathi-speaking content on the web. For collecting 

required material I have research variety of sources and present 

it in descriptive way. 

 

Conclusion 

The Marathi language is one of the oldest Indo-Aryan 

languages. Its literary traditions date back to 1000 ad. It is a 

three-gender language with a consonant system. In the 13th 
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century, the language was revived. Today, Marathi is one of the 

most widely spoken languages in Maharashtra. Every year on 

February 27th, the Indian states of Maharashtra and Goa 

observe Marathi Language Day. The state legislature has set 

rules for this day. The occasion marks the birthday of illustrious 

Marathi Senior Poet Kusumagraj. Marathi is an Indo-Aryanic 

language. An Indo- Aryan language family includes Marathi. 

Indian academics have identified 42 distinct Marathi dialects. 

The Marathi language has a long history. It is derived from the 

Sanskrit language. It was also influenced by the Prakrit 

language. The Marathi language has a consonant system that is 

typical of Indo-Aryan languages. It is made up of voiced 

consonants, aspirated consonants, and retroflex consonants. 

Aspirated consonants are produced by a strong puff of air, 

apical consonants are produced with the tip of the tongue 

touching the roof of the mouth, and retroflex consonants are 

produced with the underside of the tongue touching the roof of 

the mouth. 

People use Marathi for daily work in the majority of 

Maharashtra. They make payment slips and conduct financial 

transactions using Marathi numerals. People must carry out all 

of their activities in Marathi since they can only read and write 

it. This is especially true in rural areas. Computer systems 

provide very minimal support for Marathi. Some data 

publication software has just lately become accessible. Marathi 

has been designated as one of India's 22 official languages by 

the Indian Constitution. In India, there are close to 90 million 

people who speak it. 
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